
DATE

June 28, 2009

SERMON BY

Pastor Cliff Koenig

PRAYER

Take my life and let it be, consecrated Lord to Thee.  Take my moments and my days; let them flow 
in ceaseless praise.  Amen

TEXT

Colossians 3:1-2
“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father.  Set your minds on 
things that are above...not on things that are on earth.”

Friends in Christ,

 A group of high school seniors went to New York for their class trip.  They had rooms 
on the 70th floor of one of the biggest hotels in New York.  After a long day of sightseeing, they 
returned to the hotel utterly exhausted...only to be told that the elevators were out of order and 
they might have to wait several hours before they could get to their rooms.  Thinking of the nice 
hot showers that awaited them upstairs, six of them decided to walk up the 70 floors.

 To while away the time while they climbed, they took turns telling all the nightmare 
stories they could remember from their childhood.  After a while they were even too exhausted 
to talk or laugh.

 But when they got to the 69th floor, one of the students sat down on a step and began 
to laugh hysterically.  “I just thought of the most awful nightmare I have heard in my life,” she said.  
“What is it?”  “What is it?”  They all wanted to know as they stopped to catch their breath.  With 
a laugh that turned to a sob, the girl replied, “We forgot to get our room keys from the front desk 
downstairs.”

 This morning God’s Word says to all of us, “Don’t forgot the key.  As you ascend the 
stairs that lead to your room upstairs, don’t forget the key.”

 So what is the key?

 Lucy in a Peanuts Cartoon says, “Life’s a mystery Charlie Brown, do you know the 
answer?”  Charlie replies, “Be kind, don’t smoke, be on time, smile a lot, eat sensibly, mark your 
ballot carefully, avoid too much sun, send overseas packages early, eat your oat bran, and try to 
keep the ball low.”  To that view of life Lucy responds, “Hold real still Charlie Brown because I’m 
going to hit you a very sharp blow on the nose!”

 A little later Charlie is saying to Linus, “Yesterday I was almost happy.  For one brief 
moment I thought I was winning the game of life... but there was a flag on the play.”  To that Lucy 
says, “In the Book of Life, the answers aren’t in the back.  I think I”m in trouble.”
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 She is!  We all are!  BEcause “we’ve all sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  And, 
“The wages of sin is death.”  We all set our minds on the things of this world more than we set 
them on the things that are above.  We’re all in trouble.  Martin Luther’s Small Catechism says, “I 
believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 
Him.  But the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified 
and keeps me in the one true faith.”  In this Christian faith, Luther goes on to say, “God daily and 
richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.  On the last day He will give me and all 
believers in Christ... eternal life.”

 Our sins had to be paid for.  Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins.  That’s the 
Gospel.. That’s the key to the room upstairs.

 Lucy says that the answers aren’t in the back. But you and I know that’s not true.  In the 
Book of Life, the sacred Scriptures - the answers are in the back... and in the middle... in the 
front... everywhere from Genesis to Revelation.  Like Revelation, chapter 21, “Behold I make all 
things new.  These words are trust worthy and true.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end.  To the thirsty I will give water without price from the fountain of the water of life. 
(That’s Jesus - He’s the Water of Life.)  Whoever conquers shall have this heritage.  and I will be his 
God and he shall be My beloved.”  That’s the Gospel.  That’s the key to the room upstairs.

 So the answers are in the back... but in the front too.  Like in our Old Testament reading 
this morning, Lamentations 3:22, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.  His mercies never 
come to an end.  They are new every morning.”  Sadly, our setting our minds on the things of this 
world are new every morning.  But so is God’s forgiveness and steadfast love.  His mercies never 
come to an end.  The answers are in the back and in the front.

 The answers are in the middle too.  In our Epistle lesson this morning, II Corinthians 8:9, 
“You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: that though He was rich, yet for our sake He 
became poor, os that you by His poverty might become rich.”  In our Gospel lesson as well: Mark 
5:41, “Taking the little girl’s hand who had died, Jesus said to her, ‘Talitha cumi’, which means, ‘Little 
girl, I say, to you, arise.’ and immediately the girl got up and began walking.”

 Last but certainly not least, the Key to our room upstairs is in our text, “If you have been 
raised with Christ, seek the things that are above.”  Keep climbing the stairs.  Keep going until you 
get to your room upstairs...walking hand in hand with your Lord Jesus.

 “If you’ve been raised with Christ,” He’s not talking being “raised in Kansas City.”  He’s 
talking “raised from the dead.”  He’s talking Baptism, like He does in Romans 5, “You were buried 
with Christ by Baptism, and even as He was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father... so 
you have been raised to newness of life.”

 It’s like coming up out of the water from the bottom of a swimming pool... woosh!  
Exhilarating!  Refreshed!  Every morning it’s like that.  Every morning - remember your Baptism.  
Every morning - remember who you are.  Every morning - don’t forget the key to your room 
upstairs - the Lord Jesus.  “Seek the things above where Christ is.  Set your mind on things that are 
above... not on things that are on earth.”

 Right before the sermon this morning we sang, “Draw us to Thee, for then shall we.  
Walk in Thy steps forever.  and hasten on, where Thou are gone. To be with Thee, dear Savior.”

 Now as we go back to our lives, the words of another hymn writer go with us:  “With 
the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.  For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it.  
Every morn with Jesus rise; and when day is ended.  In His Name then close your eyes; be to Him 
commended.”
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 Let each day begin with prayer; praise and adoration.  On the Lord cast every care; He is 
your salvation.  Morning, evening and at night; Jesus will be near you.  Save you from the tempter’s 
might; with His presence cheer you.

 Let’s continue to do that for Jesus’ sake.  Until He brings you to your room upstairs.

 AMEN
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